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MATERIALS ANDMETHODS

Existing guides

SimPlant surgical guides are tooth borne, bone borne,
or tissue borne.3,4Factors associated with these guides
include the following:

Bone guide
� The flange can be too long, requiring an extensive

flap.
� A shortened flange can result in instability of the

guide.
� Multiple guides are necessary for sleeves of different

sizes for sequential drilling (Figure 1).

Tissue guide
� The guide must be made from a duplicate denture.
� The proportions of radiopaque material in the base

portion of the duplicate denture to those in the
teeth portion of the denture are critical.

� It is difficult to communicate with the laboratory
regarding preconstruction of the prosthesis.

� The guide is not stable on soft tissue.
� Multiple guides are necessary for sleeves of different

sizes for sequential drilling (Figure 1).
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